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Opinion 


Food for thought 


By PHILHETH 

I received a phone call at 
home Saturday morning from 
Anthony Baron, 13 Coolidge 
Avenue. He was complaining 
about the slippery condition of 
the streets on the east side and 
felt that the Carbondale 
NEWS should do something 


about it. “You ought to spend 
less time with Boy Scouts and 
more time doing something 
about the dirty politics in 
Carbondale,” Baron chided. 

His phone call gave me a lot 
of food for thought. This week 
we therefore have a five part 
editorial. 


If you can't take the heat, 
get out of the kitchen! 


I don’t like being called at 
home about business matters. 
Mr Baron’s conversation 
could have waited until 
Monday. He was frustrated, 
however, because he had first 
tried to call Mayor Fred 
Mancuso, City Administrator 
Joseph Masco, Public Works 
Superintendent Walter 
Turonis, and council president 
Michael Tolerico. Tolerico 


was out, and the first three 
have unlisted numbers. 

Although it can be a pain on 
weekends, public officials 
should be available, even on 
weekends, to answer 
questions from concerned 
citizens. Mayor-elect 
Charlotte Moro has stated that 
she will keep a published 
phone number. The nuisance 
calls are a part of the job! 


Don't blame mayor for everything 


Baron was blasting the 
mayor for furloughing most of 
the street department. “The 
city gets money from the state 
to plow and cinder the streets, 
so how can they say they don’t 
have any money?” Baron 
asked The answer is that the 
city hasn’t received the state’s 
payment yet, and that money 
is earmarked for the main¬ 
tenance of the state highways 
which pass through Car¬ 
bondale, not the city’s 
residential streets. 

Last year Mayor Mancuso 


proposed a budget that called 
for a tax increase. City council 
shot it down and prepared 
their own - one which could 
not possibly fund all the city’s 
departments for the entire 
year. The mayor informed 
council that the city would run 
out of money and last week it 
did. 

With 20-20 hindsight we now 
ask why the city employees 
weren’t laid off earlier in the 
year instead of in December 
when they may be needed the 
most. 


Dirty politics? - No! 


Mayor Fred Mancuso’s 
term of office has less than a 
month remaining Some 
people are critical of his 
eleventh hour appointments to 
boards and commissions 
which Charlotte Moro would 
have like to fill. The fact is 
that filling those vacancies is 
his prerogative. His ap¬ 
pointments may prove useful 


to his political organization in 
the future. That’s politics! It 
would be a politically foolish 
move for him to leave office 
without filling every vacancy. 
The majority of residents 
(those who votedfor Charlotte 
Moro) may not like Mancuso’s 
actions, but that doesn’t make 
it "dirty.” 


Do you 
remember 
when . . . 


15 YEARS AGO 

John Isger, 18, of Clark Ave., poses 
with a 200 pound black bear he shot at 
8 a.m. November25, while hunting out 
of Camp Conistrue, Inc., Lords Valley 
Road. Pike County? 

Ballon breather device for ad¬ 
ministrating drinking tests to 
automobile drivers was explained and 
demonstrated by Elwood M. Lewis, 
Bureau of Traffic Safety, at a police 
school session? Classes for area police 
officers were held in City Council 
Chambers. Carbondale Police Chief 
Thomas J. Scalzo directed the school. 

Albert H. Crane Post, No. 221, 
American Legion, is conducting a 
drive to build up its membership for 
1969? At present the post has 150 
members. 

Adopting what company spokesmen 
describe as a Fair Share Formula? 
The Hendrick Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany has pledged a $75 donation for 
the corporation and a $5 for each 
employee to the Carbondale Volunteer 
Firemen's Snorkel Fund. 

Opening of the Archbald branch of 
the Carbondale YMCA was postponed 
from Monday to the following Mon¬ 
day? The local YMCA was delayed 
because the arrival of certain 
material needed for repair work. 

2Q YEARS AGO 

Matthew A. Lynch, newly seated as 
a member of the Carbondale’s School 
Board Monday night, lost no time in 
proving that he intends to make 
himself heard in school district af¬ 
fairs? 

Upon the death of President Ken¬ 
nedy, Gerald Mussari and five 
classmates for Providence College in 
Rhode Island, journeyed to the 
nation's capital for the historic 
funeral? 

Technical Sergeant David Hollader 
announced that four area youths 
entered the United States Air Force in 
th month of November 0 They were 
Thomas Walsh, Samuel G. Bianco, 
Robert Collins, and Russell Donald 
Lathrope? 

Rev. Charles F. J. Starzer, his wife, 
and family were welcomed to the 
First Presbyterian Church? 

The annual Christmas party of the 
Women’s Auxiliary to St. Joseph’s 
Children’s and Maternity Hospital of 
Scranton and the Altar and Rosary 
Society of St. Rose Church were being 
planned on December 15, 1963, in the 
St. Rose School Annex? 

Terry Wagner. 123 E. Garfield a 
Benjamin Franklin High School 
senior, bagged an eight-point buck 
about 1 p.m. opening day at Fiddle 
Lake 0 

Delegates to the fifth Annual Youth 
Conference on the Atom in Chicago 
looked over a model of the Dresden 
Nuclear Power Station before touring 
the r. .tual plant? 

Speakers and guests were at a 
testimonial banquet held honoring 
Mount Carmel as the grand slam 
champions of the Wayne County 
Baseball league during the past 
season? 

Hupmobiles were on display at 



Cardamon Motor Co Building at 129 
Pike St? 

25 YEARS AGO 

The following were elected as of¬ 
ficer of the Stillwater District of the 
Mid-Valley Council, Boy Scouts of 
America; Dr. Michael Sterchak, 
Forest City, Chairman; Clark Cable, 
Uniondale, and Robert Shannon, 
Carbondale, vice chairman; Frank 
Farraro, Forest City, district com¬ 
missioners? 

Chief Meteorologist Richard E. 
Simmermacher reported that the 
mercury hit a low of 4 degrees at 7:45 
a m., December 10 at Avoca Airport 
to break the December 10 record low 
of 5 set in 1917; dropped to 1 below 
zero on December 11 to break the old 
record of 5 below, and December 12 
set a new record of 3 above breaking 
the old record of 8? 

The NEWS published a photo of the 
officers of the Freshman Class of 
Benjamin Franklin High School and 
the following appreared in it: Susan 
Barlow, president; Ceil Ruggerio, 
vice president; Linda Taylor, 
secretary, and Marion Kitchen, 
treasurer 0 

Faithful Workers Lodge No. 71, 
Ladies Auxiliary to the Brotherhood 
of Railroad Trainmen, installed the 
following officers: President, Mr. 
Mary Thompson, succeeding Miss 
Helen Loftus; vice president, Mrs. 
Mary O’Hara; secretary, Mrs. 
Margaret O’Keefe; treasurer, Mrs. 
Gertrude Dugan; chaplain, Mrs. 
Albert Kase, conductress, Mrs. 
Delores Vickers; warden, Mrs. Mary 
Clark; inner guard, Mrs. Laura 
Sweet; outer guard, Mrs. Helen 
Clark? 

The Russell Park skating rink was 
opened to skaters Thursday evening, 
December 11, by the Carbondale 
School Board? 

A dedication ceremony was held at 
Mayfield Community Park to mark 
the opening of the Nativity scene 
display there? 

30 YEARS AGO 

Martin J. Langan was elected 
president of the Carbondale School 
Board, Jesse C. Norris, vice president 


and Joseph A. Farber, treasurer, with 
Thomas P. McDonnell’s term as 
secretary to continue until June? 

Miss Mary B. McAndrew, 
superintendent of schools, reported to 
the City School Board that the Car¬ 
bondale School District had 2,143 
students with 103 instructors? 

The Fell Township School Board 
was reorganized with a Republican 
majority for the first time in 10 years 
ana Charles Kovalesky was elected 


president, Stephen (Cy) Voyce vice 
president, John Mark, treasurer, and 
Stephen (Jimmy) Krafchick 
secretary? 

A near capacity crowd saw Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin High School over 
come a 10 point deficit from the 
opening period of the game with St. 
Rose at CYC and then go on to win the 
opener of the city basketball cham¬ 
pionship series 50-45? 


? 


Keeping 
in touch 


By James Laurie 
6403 Darwin Road 
Laurel, MD 20707 


Nick and Nicholina Bonacci 



Throwing in the towel 



JdetfeAA. 

TO THE EDITOR 


Thinking of family and friends as the holiday season approaches are 
Nicholas and Nicholina Bonacci, 3914 Inner Circle, Baltimore, Maryland 
21225. Nicholina is the daughter of Frank and Millie Otterino Cerra, 
formerly of Farview St. Nicholas is the son of Louis and Gertrude 
Talerico Bonacci, of Hospital St. The Bonaccis have three daughters 
Maria, Catherine and Ann, Nick's brothers are Father Louis A. Bonacci, 
Winston, Salem, N.C.; and Fred, of Carbondale. 

First of two-part history 


What disappoints most of us 
is the apparent “to heck with 
it” attitude of the ad¬ 
ministration. The budget 
which they prepared is sen¬ 
seless It’s a shame to have 
wasted the paper! There is no 
provision for reducing the 
city's deficit and no proposal 
for the needed tax increase 
Obviously the ad¬ 
ministration is fed up with 
council's typical disregard of 


their budget, so they have 
said, “What’s the use.” This 
year council will have to 
prepare their own version and 
they will have to be the ones 
who call for the millage hike. 

It would have been more 
honorable for Masco and 
Mancuso to come up with a 
meaningful budget, but their 
half-hearted effort is un¬ 
derstandable. 


Trying to improve the city 


It has been said, "Car- 
bondaleans get what they 
deserve,” meaning that the 
people who run the city are put 
there by the majority of 
voters. 

For decades it has been the 
experience of Carbondale 
newspaper editors that rarely 
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does an editorial or news 
article bring abouta change in 
local government. More often 
than not, it generates only 
complaints. Those who agree 
(probably the vast majority) 
keep silent. Still, we intend to 
voice our opinion on local 
issues. We’U keep trying to 
change things for the better, 
even if the prospects are slim. 

The chances of building an 
improved community through 
Scouting are much better. 
There are thousands of people 
in Lackawanna County who 
will testify to that. Developing 
good citizenship and 
leadership is the primary goal 
of the whole Boy Scout (and 
Girl Scout) program, so, as 
Scoutmaster of Troop 8, I’m 
not about to spend more time 
writing about “dirty politics" 
and less time working with 
Boy Scouts. 

We have a "letters to the 
editor" section where local 
citizens can say what they 
feel. Their opinion counts just 
as much as mine Let’s put our 
ideas and complaints to some 
good use by sharing them with 
the thousands who read the 
Carbondale NEWS 


Remembers BFHS 

To the Editor: 

Oh yes!, how well do I remember 
old Benjamin Franklin High School, 
not as a student, but because of the 
many afternoons and early evenings I 
spent on the outside basketball courts 
It was a home away from home 
It was the year I was in fourth grade 
0962); the year I really became in¬ 
terested in basketball; and why 
shouldn’t have I? That was our sport 
at St Rose, the School I attended. 

Little did I know the time I would 
spend at the “court", which was the 
name we gave it When I say "we," 
I'm talking about Bob “Tuse" 
Mancuso, Bob Andrews, Tony Cerra. 
Dr Charlie Brown, P.J Angotti, 
Gardner Smith, Frank Clone, just to 
name a few of the childhood friends 
Yes, it was our home away from 
home When the Angelus rang from 
St Roses’ Church steeple, we knew it 
was our cue to head for home for 
supper many of nights we were late 
for supper, but our parents knew, 
where we were - at the ‘court ” 

I remember how difficult it would 
be sometimes trying to get into a 
pickup game or just trying to get a 
free court to start your own game It 
was difficult because kids from all 
parts of the city would show up at Ben 
Franklin for a pickup game or just to 
practice their shooting and other 
skills that needed to worked on They 
loved the game, and they gave 150 per 
cent when involved in a pickup game 
at the “court. - ' 

That big building they called 
Benjamin Franklin High School 
loomed over those outside basketball 
courts, but I had never stepped one 
foot inside that building I a 1 wavs 
wondered what it looked like on the 
inside. 

Well I got my chance m the winter of 
1963 

It was a very cold winter's day and 
the outside courts were unplayable, 
even dangerous We tried and tried to 
shovel a court clear, but to no avail, 
the snow was just too deep We knew 
there w as an inside court in the high 
school, but we had never set our eyes 
on it until that day when Smitty the 
janitor came to the door and told us 
we could come in and play on the 
inside court What a surprise and 
thrill for all of us' 

The warmth of the school itself was 
a relief for the cold blustery da> we 
were having outdoors, but the big 
bonus was playing on an inside court, 
a court within the confines of Ben 


jamin Franklin High School, St. 
Roses' biggest rival in basketball. 

The years have come and passed 
and I still remember those days. 
When I’m in town, I try to make it a 
point to drive up Terrace Street past 
that old home away from home, the 
“court." Why? 

It brings back those cherished 
memories of my childhood. 

Those were the days my friends, 
and in my mind they’ll never end 

J .Brian Gorman 
33 Leroy St. 3E 

Binghamton, NY 13905 

Three ring circus 

To the Editor: 

I write this letter in disgust as to 
what is happening in our city. A three 
nng circus has nothing on Car¬ 
bondale How long are the people of 
Carbondale going to sit back and 
allow the dirty politics of its city to 
keep pulling it down? 

The people of Carbondale spoke on 
Election Day. They wanted change, 
and then the circus starts - ap¬ 
pointments by a Democratic council 
that will only tie the hands of its own 
party and deny the people's choice the 
right to try to help our city. Once 
again the politicians have shown that 
they do not care about the people of 
our city, but only to let these dirty 
deeds continue to put our city and its 
people down 

I think it’s time that tne people of 
Carbondale started to speak everyday 
and not only on Election Day. The 
politicians must be shown that we are 
the ones that put them in office and 
that they are there to do what is in the 
best interest of the people, not to cut 
each other's throat at the people’s and 
the city's expense 

We the people of Carbondale can not 
stand by and watch our city die 
because of dirty politics Let us all 
standupeveryday and be counted and 
put all politicians on notice that we 
will not stand for anything but them 
working for the betterment of Car¬ 
bondale, and if that is not their first 
priority, that we can and will vote 
them out. 

If I care enough to write this letter, 
then why doesn't everyone who reads 
it, stand up as I will and put all 
politicians in our dty on notice that we 
will stand only for what is best for our 
dty 

Joseph E AddleyJr. 

Carbondale 


Remember Atlantic League? 


This is the first part of a two part 
series on the history of the North 
Atlantic Baseball League. The 
Carbondale Pioneers was one of that 
league’s premiere teams. 

By PAUL OLAND 

After World War II, as the troops 
returned home and life returned to 
normal, there was a professional 
baseball boom in the U.S. 

Energies and emotions pent up for 
four years needed to be released, and 
what better way to do that than to 
attend a ballgame? In addition, 
many of the thousands of young men 
returning home from battle had 
athletic aspirations Although the 
war had sidetracked their careers, 
many of those physically able wanted 
to return to baseball 
As a result, a number of minor 
leagues that had suspended play 
when war broke out were 
reorganized. Additionally new loops 
popped up a cross the map in late 1945 
and early 1946. By May of 46 41 of 
them were operating, and among 
these was the North Atlantic League 
The NAL opened play on May 8, 
1946 with eight clubs and a “D” 
classification, which was then the 
lowest rung of organized baseball 
Responsible for the league's birth 
was President Ernest Landgraf of 
Allentown, and officials from each of 
the circuit’s franchises. Charter 
members included Carbondale, 
Stroudsburg, Mahanoy City and 
Nazareth, Pa.. Peek skill, Nyack and 
Walden. N Y., and Bloomingdale, 
N.J. Walden was a last minute 
replacement for Newburgh, N Y. 

Major league affiliations were few 
as the majority of members were 
independent This would be the 
general rule throughout the league's 
history. 

Most of the member communities 
had been hotbeds of semi-pro and 
sandlot ball. John Schutte, formerly 
a scout for the Cleveland Indians who 
lives in Wanaque, N.J . remembered 
the ‘Bloomingdale had always been 
a semi-pro stronghold " Thus, the 
towns were drawn together by their 
enthusiastic history of baseball, and 
by having suitable playing facilities, 
at least up to Class “ D" standards 
The other common thread was the 
size of the communities, which u ould 
fall into the general category of large 
tow-ns A notable exception was tiny 
Bloomingdale. a village of less the 
2,000 Yet the attendance there was 


comparable to some of the larger 
members 

That first season saw Walter 
Forwood of Carbondale hit 406, the 
all-time high for the league, while 
runner up Alex Garbowski was a .390 
hitter for the Nyack Rocklands 

Al Gardella, first baseman of the 
Peekskill Highlanders helped his 
club to the loop's pennant ana playoff 
championship In 1945 Gardella had 
“a cup of coffee" with the New York 
Giants and thus, was looked up to by 
young players throughout his five 
years in the circuit. Gardella was 
probably the most popular and 
versatile player in the brief history of 
the NAL. Besides managing from 

1947 through 1950, playing first base 
and being a fine hitter, he even pit¬ 
ched, compiling a 12-1 record in 1948 
for the Highlanders 

Like Gardella. Clarence “Buck" 
Etchison was another former major 
leaguer who both slugged the ball and 
managed. A wartime Boston Brave, 
the first sacker hit 363 for the 
Mahanoy City Brewers in 1948, after 
knocking in 163 runs for them the 
previous season. 

former NL umpire Stan Landes 
pitched briefly for Walden in 1946, 
and then came back to the NAL when 
he made his umpiring debut in 1948 

Stan Palys, Mickey Micelotta and 
Ron Mrozonski played for Car¬ 
bondale, a Phillies farm throughout 
the loop s reign, and all eventually 
make the parent club. Hal 
Woodeshick also debuted 
professionally with the Pioneer 
Blues, and later became a fine 
portside reliever with the Astros and 
Cardinals 

“Pidge" Browne, a Peekskill 
native, played with his hometown 
club in 1949, and the expansion 
Houston Colt 45's in 1962 Third 
baseman-outfielder John Bubba" 
Phillips played ten years in the Al 
after breaking in with Stroudsburg in 

1948 

Operating mostly on shoestring 
budgets, clubs paid players only 
about $150 to $200 a month Clubhouse 
facilities were often nonexistent, and 
the infamous portable lights in 
Stroudsburg haa wires seemingly 
running all over the place 

Crowds usually numbered only a 
few hundred, despite admission 
charges of about 50 cents to 75 cents 
in most instances These numbers 
sustained the NAL until 1950. when 
shrinking turnstile counts made the 

(continued on page 16) 
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rlftt! WE KEEP PATIENT 
RECORD CARDS FOR YOU AND 


CACHET OR 
WIND SONG 
GIFT SETS 

By Prince Matchabeili 
YOUR CHOICE 


LEATHER 

WALLETS 


SPECIAL 


Sampler 


The Christmas Gift That Makes Life a Little Easier 1 


Fra glances 


SHOP OUR WIDE SELECTION 
OF TOYS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
IN OUR 12 PAGE GIFT TABLOID 


CON A,D TWIST n CURL 

TRIO "CB500 ryrfyefV 


#7019 

25 oz perfume and 
37 oz spray mist 
A great gift idea 


NOW GOING ON 


3 piece sel • One 

styling brush & two 
curling iron in one 
Incl vinyl case 


AFTER 

REBATE 


TINKERBELL 


SMART SET 


SUDAFED DECONGESTANT 


TABLETS 

48 s 

30 mg 
Believes 
nasal and 
sinus 

congestion 


& sudafed' I 

5 W 


#275 

Powder mitt, cologne, hand 
lotion, bubble bath 


AFTER 


#JF 1838 

2 oz aftershave-cologne. 

3 oz stick deodorant 


ENGLISH LEATHER savebo. 
GIFT SET Ip3 (5) 


TOAST n BROIL 


,990 

4 oz after shave. 

2 75 oz deodorant stick 


CEPAC0L MOUTHWASH 
& GARGLE 101 


ICepdcol 


32 0Z. 

For a tresh 
clean feeling 


TRIM-A-TREE SPECIALS 
OUTDOOR 

IriB XMAS LIGHTS w 


SMOKE ALARM 


BAUSCH & L0MB SALINE 
SOLUTION saw 48 ‘ 


By Foremost 

Set of 25 

C-9V« lights decorate around 
windows poren or eaves 
U/L approved 


Continuously 
monitor air entering 
unit Battery 
operated Has loud 
85 db alarm 


8 07 . 

Sterile preserved 
tor soft contaci 
lenses 


AFTER 


INDOOR OUTDOOR 
XMAS LIGHTS 

By Foremost 

Set ot 35 

Mini lights color or clear 
highlight your tree or porch 


CARVAC 


REXALL VITAMIN C 
TABLETS 

100 s - 500 mg £ 

• Combats 

infection I 

• Helps prevent 

colds ™ 


u/L approved 


Fits most 12 volt 
cigarette lighters 
16 ft cord Full 2 
year warranty 


SAVE 1 00 


HOLIDAY 
TREE STAND 

By S B 

Hugged heavy gauge steel 
w/seamiess water container 
4 leg design #204 


SOOfnq 


GILLETTE FOAMY 
GEL 


1 oz. 

Regular lime, 
or sensitive 


C0KE-TAB- 
SPRITE- 
DIET COKE 


MASSENGILL DISPOSABLE 

DOUCHE SAVE 304 

6 oz. single fnj A 

Vinegar water |b| [U | [ 
ref Da- country I ftl VV 

tlower or |U| iVl “ 

Dene mat scent ^Reg 99 


SPECIAL PRICES 

COLOR ENLARGEMENTS 

5x7 79%, 

8x10 1.99 


Reg 3 29 

Made trom your favorite negative or slide 
brought in between Dec 7 and Dec 1 3. 1983 


I I Holidays I Re d 1 19 

| 5 lb bag 

I StOCX up this wmte' 

feathered friends 

RIGHTS RESERVED TO UMIT QUANTITIES • NO SALES TO DEALERS 


, mm a 


iTfl’JIWl 





I: EFFER0ENT DENTURE 

1 CLEANSER 

SAVE 60C 

lj;§ 96 tablets 

with 50C OFF 

979 

1 &•: coupon 

1 on back ot box 

Reg. 3.39 








































































































